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By  Vice  Consul  George'  W.  Van  Dyne. 

The  Dublin  consular  district  comprises  the  Provinces  of  Connaught 
and  Leinster,  with  an  area  of  14,097  square  miles  and  1,773,028 
inhabitants. 

Agriculture  in  Ireland. 

Agriculture  is  the  staple  industry.  Ireland,  with  a  total  land  area 
of  20,253,100  statute  acres,  had  about  one-fourth,  or  5,326,437  acres, 
under  crops  in  1019,  of  which  2,520,096  acres  were  under  hay,  1,705,- 
657  under  corn  crop,  985,279  under  green  crop,  95,610  under  flax, 
and  19,795  under  fruit.  The  acreage  of  the  Dublin  district  is  9,022,081, 
or  a  little  less  than  half  of  all  Ireland.  The  extent  under  crops  in 
this  district  last  year  was  about  two-fifths  and  the  production  was 
three-sevenths  of  the  total  of  the  whole  country. 

The  total  crop  production  in  1919  was  disappointing  compared 
with  1918  and  1917.  There  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  area 
under  corn,  green  crops,  and  flax;  the  area  under  hay,  fruit,  and 
barley  show  increases.  The  total  yield  in  1919  of  wheat,  oats,  barley, 
and  flax  was  considerably  greater  than  in  pre-war  years,  but  the  yield 
of  rye,  potatoes,  turnips,  mangels,  cabbages,  and  hay  was  lower  in 
1919  than  in  1913. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  production  of  Irish  crops  in 
1918  and  1919  compared  with  the  1905-1914  average : 


Crops. 


Wheat . . 
Oats.... 
Barley.. 

Rye 

Potatoes 


Average, 

1905-1914. 


Tons. 
40,385 

909.36S 

158,902 

6,131 

3,103,011 


191 S 


Tors. 

152,422 
1,448,550 

179,128 

6.060 

I,       1,331 


1919 


Tons. 

65, 078 

1.222,0% 

174,107  j 

3,565 

2,  740  588 


Crops. 


Turnips. 
Mangels. 
Cabbage 

Flax.... 

Hay 


Average, 

1905-1914. 


Tons. 

4,746,431 

1,45%  228 

'  429. 503 

10,349 

4,984,005 


Tons. 
5,303,367 
2,040,652 

339,392 

15.  703 

1,728,183 


Tons. 
4, 486, 857 
1,431,610 

'292.604 

13,72') 

4,  809,  645 


Stock  Husbandry — Cattle  Exports. 

Dublin  is  Ireland's  greatest  cattle  port.  According  to  statistics 
compiled  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  1,539,049  animals  were 
shipped  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain  and  the  Isle  of  Man  in  1918 
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compared  with  1,495,490  in  L919,  Of  this  number  732,397,  or  about 
one-half,  were  embarked  from  the  port  of  Dublin,  and  a  total  of 
894,783  from  all  ports  in  this  consular  district.  The  export  of  cattle 
during  1918  and  L919  w;is  unusually  low  with  the  consequence  that 
in  .June  L919,  there  were  5,029,450  cattle  in  Ireland.  This  is  the 
highest  figure  on  record  except  in  L914,  when,  on  account  of  restric- 
tions on  export  <lue  to  foot-and-mouth  disease,  the  number  rose  to 
5,051,645. 

The  number  of  horses  in  June,  L918,  was  618,807,  compared  with 
624,501  in  June,  L919,  but  the  number  of  sheep  was  3,627,178,  com- 
pared with  3,513,345  in  1919;  the  number  of  pigs,  which  fell  greatly 
after  the  had  potato  harvest  of  L916,  is  increasing  slowly,  there  being 
947,472  in  L917,  974,385  in  L918,  and  977,963  last  year. 

Dublin  as  a  Distributing  Center. 

Dublin  is  a  merchandising  and  distributing  center  rather  than  a 
manufacturing  city.  It  hears  this  relation  to  all  of  Ireland  except  such 
parts  as  are  tributary  to  Belfast.  The  leading  industries  are  the 
brewing  of  stout,  the  distilling  of  whisky,  the  manufacture  of  min- 
eral waters  and  bis  nits,  all  of  which  are  centered  in  Dublin.  Other 
industries  of  the  district  are  flour  milling,  shipbuilding,  and  the  man- 
ufacture of  Irish  friezes  and  tweeds  at  Galway  and  Dublin,  stockings 
and  underwear  at  Balbriggan,  poplin  and  lace  at  Dublin. 

Biscuit  Trade  in  Dublin. 

The  importance  of  the  biscuit  industry  can  be  appreciated  by  the 
fact  during  the  war  one  Dublin  establishment  alone  shipped  1,200,0  (0 
packets  of  biscuits  weekly  to  the  British  forces.  The  same  concern 
has  found  a  growing  market  for  its  goods  in  the  Philippines  and 
Porto  Rico,  and  recently  it  began  shipments  to  the  Virgin  Islands. 

Mineral- Water  Trade. 

The  manufacturing  of  aerated  waters  is  an  important  industry  in 
Dublin,  and  this  product  is  one  of  its  leading  exports  to  the  United 
States.  A  good  trade  obtained  between  the  two  countries  prior  to 
P>14,  but  the  oversea  business  was  stopped  during  the  war,  and  one 
of  the  local  firms  opened  a  branch  factory  in  New  York  City. 

During  the  past  year  progress  in  this  trade  at  Dublin  has  not  been 
satisfactory.  Cases  and  bottles  were  almost  unprocurable  and  cost 
300  per  cent  over  pre-war  prices.  Wages,  too,  were  Aery  high,  being 
250  per  cent  over  those  paid  in  1913.  This,  together  with  the  high 
cost  of  the  various  ingredients  used  in  the  manufacture  of  aerated 
waters,  caused  the  prices  to  the  consumer  to  be  raised  to  an  almost 
prohibitive  figure.  Ginger  ale,  sarsaparilla,  and  soda  water  are  now 
looked  upon  more  or  less  as  luxuries. 

Woolen  Industry — Irish  Poplin  Trade. 

The  Irish  woolen  industry  is  world-famous,  and  a  brisk  trade  is 
carried  on  with  Prance,  Italy,  South  Africa.  New  Zealand,  and  the 
United  States.  Manufacturers  of  worsteds  and  friezes  at  Dublin, 
Athlone.  Mayo,  and  Galway,  as  well  as  manufacturers  of  stockings 
and  underwear  at  Balbriggan,  are  anxious  to  increase  their  export 
business,  particularly  with  the  United  States. 

In  Dublin  last  year  wages  in  this  industry  increased  from  120  to  200 
per  cent,  and  the  fine-class  materials  were  500  per  cent  higher  than  in 


DVBL1X.  6 

pie-war  days:  average  materials  rose1  275  per  cent.  Regardless  of 
this,  the  trade  and  export  of  tweeds,  serges,  homespuns,  cheviots,  and 
angolas  was  larger  last  year  than  in  1914,  and  the  turnover  and  pro- 
duction showed  an  increase  compared  with  pre-war  figures. 

Ireland  leads  the  world  in  the  manufacture  of  poplin,  and  although 
most  of  the  silk  used  is  of  foreign  manufacture,  the  Dublin  weavers 
treat  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  Irish  poplin  a  distinct  fabric.  It 
is  composed  of  worsted  made  from  the  finest  of  avooI  and  silk  in  com- 
bination, and  no  makers  but  the  Irish  seem  to  be  able  to  produce  the 
softness  of  texture  and  brilliance  of  coloring  that  is  so  characteristic 
of  the  best  poplin.  This  is  attributed  to  the  peculiarity  of  the  Dublin 
water  and  the  skill  and  knowledge  of  the  makers.  Dublin  is  the 
center  of  this  trade,  and  the  export  of  this  commodity  to  the  United 
States  is  rapidly  increasing. 

Distilling  and  Brewing  Industries. 

The  distilling  of  whisky  is  one  of  the  most  important  industries 
carried  on  in  this  district,  and  Dublin  is  the  chief  shipping  port  and 
center  of  the  trade.  Most  of  the  distilleries  closed  altogether  during 
the  war;  the  few  remaining  were  employed  in  the  manufacturing  of 
spirits  for  munitions.  Another  difficulty  is  the  shortage  of  supplies 
of  grain  of  different  kinds.  Direct  importation  of  barley,  malt,  and 
hops  from  the  United  States  recently  has  assisted  in  reducing  this 
shortage,  and  indications  point  toward  the  establishment  of  a  per- 
manent trade  in  these  commodities. 

Maritime  Progress  at  Dublin. 

The  shipbuilding  and  shipping  industries  at  this  port  regained 
their  normal  position  during  the  past  year,  and  are  now  making  rapid 
progress.  Sailings  to  Liverpool,  Holyhead,  Glasgow,  Fishguard, 
Bristol,  Plymouth,  Southampton,  London,  and  the  Isle  of  Man  are 
now  adjusted  on  schedules  which  compare  favorably  with  pre-war 
arrangements.  The  oversea  traffic  of  this  port  was  considerably  in- 
creased by  the  inauguration  of  the  biweekly  freight  service  between 
New  York  and  Dublin  by  an  American  company  in  September,  11)19, 
a  service  which  has  already  effected  the  saving  of  much  time  and 
money. 

The  principal  shipbuilding  yards  in  this  district  are  located  at 
Dublin  on  the  River  Liffey,  and  comprise  the  Dublin  Dockyard  Co. 
(Ltd.),  and  the  Dublin  Shipbuilders  (Ltd.),  both  of  which  have  dry 
clocks.  The  first-named  company  employs  about  1,500  men  and  has 
five  berths  ranging  from  285  to  400  feet  in  length.  Six  vessels  were 
launched  in  their  yard  during  1919.  of  which  the  steamship  Halo, 
registering  2,365  gross  tons,  was  the  largest.  An  advance  in  the  in- 
dustry was  marked  in  February,  1920,  when  the  steamship  Glenstal, 
a  vessel  of  3,100  gross  tons,  was  built  and  launched.  This  is  the 
largest  ship  built  in  Ireland  south  of  Belfast. 

The  Dublin  Shipbuilders  (Ltd.)  is  a  comparatively  new  company 
and,  at  the  time  of  its  formation  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  was  incor- 
porated with  the  Ringsend  Dockyard  Co.  The  premises  have  been 
considerably  extended  and  embrace  a  new  shipyard  containing  five 
berths.  The  policy  of  this  firm  is  to  build  coasting  vessels.  Both  this 
company  and  the  Dublin  Dockyard  Co.  expect  1920  to  be  a  good  year. 
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Irish  Banking  Statistics. 

The  following  official  data,  published  in  January,  L920,  show  that 
from  June  30,  19]  I.  to  D<  cember  31,  L919,  the  deposits  and  cash  bal- 
ances in  Irish  joint-stock  banks  increased  by  147  per  cent :  that  the  de- 
its  in  Post  Office  savings  banks  decreased  by  2^  percent  (that  is.to 
June  30,  L919,  later  figures  n  m  b  ing  available)  :  that  the  deposits  in 
trustee  savings  banks  in  by  ^7  per  cent:  that  the  amount  of 

Government  stocks  on  which  dividends  are  payable  at  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  increased  by  119  percent: 


Item. 

1911 

1918 

1919 

June  30. 

Jll.-'r 

.  31. 

£121,191,000 

12,11 

2, 878,    10 

Jo, 

June  30, 

nee.  31. 

its      and     ca  s  li 
i  alances: 

Foinl     ocfc  banks 

\  in;;s 

12,191,000 

i     1 
12,748,00(1 

42,042,000 

117,000 
11,  H 

7S,  L09,00( 

£136,131,000 
13,0 

90, . 

£152,848.000 

(<n 

Trustee  a 
Government     stock     on 

^ !i  l      (ii  i      i 

I 1  e  i  :mk  of 
Ireland 

3,318,000 

— . 

'       ' 

a  Not  available. 

Exports  to  United  states. 

The  total  value  of  all  exports  declared  at  this  consulate  tor  ship- 
ment to  the  United  States  during  L918  was  $278,356,  compared  with 
$275,670  in  L919.  The  value  of  rabbit  skins  exported  in  1914  was 
$12,340,  hut  in  1918  and  191!)  they  increased  to  $95,695  and  $104,284, 
respectively,  and  formed  the  item  of  greatest  value.  Spirits  and 
wines  dropped  to  $57,526  in  1918  and  disappeared  entirely  from  the 
export   list   in    L9  L9. 

At  Galway  agency  the  total  value  of  declared  exports  to  the  United 
States  in  1918  was  $150,096,  compared  with  $274,904  in  1010.  Al- 
though the  value  of  fish  shipped  from  Galway  to  the  United  States 
decreased  from  $129,663  in  1914  to  $25,356  in  1919,  woolen  goods 
were  exported  to  the  value  of  $249,548  last  year,  compared  with 
none  for  1014  and  $101,018  for  1918. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  invoiced  in  the  Dublin  consular 
district  for  the  United  States  during  1918  and  1010  follows: 


Articles. 


191S 


TO  UNITED   :   I  VI  I    5. 


i\ 

i  otton  lace 

;    kins 

■  : ■)<  s 

Irish  moss 

md 

1  eds 



Mall  liquors 



! 

ol  art 

Irs 


I,  134 


:i'nui..,. 


3 
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7,  Ij] 

6f  227 
5,874 
8,691 

97R  *ft 


1019 


L9,  LI  ) 
104,284 

1,893 
7,300 

"32,795 

1 


Articles. 


TO  PHIllPPINE  ISLANDS. 



1918  lulu 


<i,\VAY 
AGENCY. 


l  i  -Ur'l  mackerel. 
VVoolen  cloth 


Total 


$49,078 
101,018 


$41,221 


249,548 


274,904 
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